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Editor Begins Five Weeks Theater 


Revival Campaign in Chicago Loop 


SUNDAY NIGHT, OCTOBER 13TH, EDITOR JOHN R. RICE BEGINS 


REVIVAL SERVICES 


IN GREAT NORTHERN THEATER AND 


NOONDAY BROADCAST ON WJJD IN GRAND OPERA HOUSE 


It proved impossible to get build- 
ing permit for the large tabernacle, 
80 x 120 feet, planned for revival 
campaign in Chicago. Instead,’ the 
Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee of Chicago, with the coopera- 


THEATER, 26 West Jackson 
Street (just off of State Street) 
where the revival services will open 
next Sunday night, October 13th. 
This theater has about 1,400 or 
1,500 opera chairs, I am told. The 
Christian Youth Week is using it 
this week. Rental on the theater 
alone will be about $300 a week. 
It is the first time in many years 
that an extended revival campaign 
has been put on in the loop of 
downtown Chicago. (The big ele- 
vated railway system makes a loop 
enclosing the heart of the Chicago 
business. district. This area is 
called “the loop”). With great joy, 
but with great concern, we look 
forward to a great time of: revival 
and soul winning. 


During the campaign I will speak 
each noon day (12:30 to 1 p.m.) at 
the Grand~ Opera House~ on 119" 
North Clark Street, also in the 


loop, five days a week, Monday 


through Friday, and this great 
noon day service, which has been 
continued now for nine years, will 
be broadcast over Radio WJJD, 
1130 kilocycles. 


I believe this to be a remarkable 
opportunity. The _ responsibility 
weighs heavily upon me, as it does 
upon Mr. Sheriff, the executive 
secretary and the entire Christian 
Business Men’s Committee. 


We call on all who will to join 
us in stedfast, penitent, believing 
prayer that God will save hun- 
dreds of souls and bless countless 
thousands. 


This is written Monday. At pres- 
ent, I am in revival services with 
the Claim Street Baptist Church, 


and Pastor John R. Humphries, at 
Aurora. Yesterday we had eight- 
een or nineteen professions of 
faith. In that number, four were 
men who came to claim the Lord 
last night. One was a Catholic 
woman. Altogether there have been 
about forty-six professions of faith, 
including four or five who were 
backsliders and came back to the 
Lord. The house has been packed 
most of the time on weekdays as 
well as Sunday. We expect a fine 
reaping this week. 


How to Be Sure You Are Saved 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


A dear friend who recently trust- 
ed Christ as her Saviour wrote how 
earnestly she had confessed her 
sins, how she called on God to for- 
give her and then believed that 
He did and was happy in her heart 
about it, and confessed Christ as 
her Saviour, then later lost the joy 
and decided that perhaps she was 
not saved. 

Many, many Christians doubt 
their salvation, though they have 
truly been born again. 

Some people say, “I know I am 
saved, because I was there when it 
happened.” But that is not the way 
to know that you are saved. You 
were there when it happened about 
your first birth, too. But you can- 
not trust your memory to prove 
that. If mother or father or some- 
body else who knew did not tell 
you, you would not know the day 
you were born nor who was your 
father nor your mother. You must 
depend on somebody else’s word 
about this, somebody who knows! 
And the same thing is true about 
being born into the family of God. 
The only ones who are ever saved 
are saved as little children. Then 
they are only babes in Christ. They 
cannot depend on their feelings, or 
their experiences, or their good 
lives. They are weak, they are ig- 
norant, they need teaching. No, 
about your salvation, do not de- 
pend on your feelings, for they 
may change. Do not depend upon 
your “experience,” some others 
may have gone to the altar to pray, 
‘or joined the church, or been bap- 
tized or confirmed or took first 
communion, and so have a hal- 
lowed memory of a sweet experi- 
but who were not saved. 


tures to bless other hearts, I copy 
here my letter to the troubled lady 
who wrote asking for help in her 
doubts and trouble. 


Dear Mrs. C—: 

I am so glad you wrote to me 
again, and I feel sure I can help 
you. 

I have had so many experiences 
with people like yourself, who have 
lost some of the joy of salvation 
and then felt perhaps they were 
never saved. In fact, there were 
three years in my own life that I 
threw away my hope of salvation 
and did not even consider that I 
was a child of God. But my trouble 
like yours was that I did not know 
the Word of God. I was trusting 
too much in feeling instead of in 
the plain promises that God had 
given, 

You say that you felt convicted 
of your sins, you confessed that 
you were a sinner, and that you 
needed salvation. You asked God 
to forgive you. Then you believed 
that He had forgiven you, and you 
even wrote to tell me so. 

Now, by many, many Scriptures, 
I can prove that you were really 
saved. First, compare your case 
with some Bible cases of salva- 
tion. The publican in the temple 
as told in Luke 18:13, 14, simply 
confessed he was a sinner and 
asked for mercy and went down to 
his house justified. Wasn’t that 
simple? Didn’t you do what that 
man did? Then take the case of 
the thief who was dying on the 
cross. He knew that he was a sin- 
ner. He confessed it there. He be- 
lieved that Jesus was really the 
Saviour. So he simply said, ‘Lord, 
remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom.” And Jesus an- 
swered at once that “Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise” 
(Luke 23:39-48). Didn’t you ac- 
knowledge to God that you were 
a sinner? Didn’t you believe that 
Jesus was willing to save you, 
didn’t you ask Him to? Didn't 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


SHOULD A NEW CONVERT 
JOIN A GHURGH? 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


In the author’s sermon, “What 
Must I Do To Be Saved?” which 
God has used to save hundreds of 
souls, we trust, we felt led to put 
this word of counsel to the young 
converts: 

“One who trusts Christ 
should then publicly claim 
Christ before men. It is God’s 
plan that after trusting Him 
you should be baptized and 
join in with His people. I hope 
you, will join a church and let 
yourself be known publicly 
from this time forth as a child 
of God.” 


More than one _ good friend, 
grieved by the unscriptural tenden- 
cies of modernistic denominations 
and the overlordship of some de- 
nominational leaders, have told me 
that they thought new converts 
ought not to be encouraged to join 
a church. 

However, one such dear brother 
has just written me and I share 
with you what I have written him. 


Dear Brother: 


I want to thank you for send- 
ing me the booklet, “Scriptural 
Principles of Gathering.” I see 
your viewpoint, I think, and have 
a sympathetic attitude toward 
what I believe are your aims. 


You liked the. booklet, ‘‘What 
Must I Do To Be Saved?” God has 
blessed it in the saving of many 
souls. Praise His name, He de- 
serves all the glory. 

The words, “I hope you will join 
a church,” I believe, are not only 
good advice, but Scriptural advice. 
I think your objections will pass 
away if you let the word church 
mean what it means in the Bible, 
and use it in the Scriptural sense 
and not at all in- the modern and 
man-made sense. 

The word church in the New 
Testament (Greek, ekklesia) has 
three meanings: 

(1) A general assembly, not 
necessarily even religious, properly 
a “called out assembly.” Examples 
are Israel at Sinai, called a church 
in Acts 7:38, and the mob led 
by the silversmith, translated as- 
sembly in the King James version 
in Acts 19:32, 39, 41, but really in 
the Greek, ekklesia, everywhere 
else translated church. 

(2) The word church sometimes 
refers to the whole body of Christ, 
“the church of the firstborn writ- 
ten in Heaven” (Heb. 12:23). the 
body of Christ including all be- 
lievers who will be caught out at 
the rapture. 

(3) The third use of the word 
church in the New Testament and 
far more frequent, is a local con- 
gregation of believers in Christ. 
The Bible frequently speaks of 
“the church of God at Corinth,” 
“the church at Rome,” the church- 
es of Galatia,” etc. It was in this 
sense, evidently, that the newly- 
converted Paul “assayed to join 
himself to the disciples’ when he 
came to Jerusalem, and was first 
rejected and later received when 
Barnabas recommended him. Cer- 
tainly Paul, the new convert, tried 
to join and did join, the local con- 
gregation of believers called a 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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How the Meanest 
Sinner Got Saved 


BY REV. CHAS. E. FULLER 


(Preached Sunday night, Sep- 
tember 22, 1940, on Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour. Stenographically re- 
ported. ) 


“And he spake this parable 
unto certain which trusted in 
themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others: 

“10. Two men went up into 
the temple to pray; the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a pub- 
lican. 

“11. The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, God, 

I thank thee, that I am not as 

other men are, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this publican. 

“12. I fast twice in the week, 

I give tithes of all that I po- 

sess. 

“13. And the publican, stand- 
ing afar off, would not lift up 
so much as his eyes unto heav- 
en, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, God be merciful to me 
a sinner, 

“14. I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justi- 
fied rather than the other: for 
every one that exalteth himself 
Shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted.”’ 

In these few verses which I have 
read to you, we have a picture of 
two men, one called a Pharisee, 
and one called a publican. It will 
be interesting indeed to learn that 
the worse of the two men, the 
publican, was saved, while the 
Pharisee, in outward appearance 
a better man, went away lost. And 
my sermon to you tonight is for 
the worst man on earth. Don’t 
tune off and say that it does not 
apply to you. Listen. 


But nevertheless in this message 
let us find out just briefly about 
the Pharisee before we turn to the 
Publican. He believed in a strict 
outward conformity to the law, to 
the very details of the law of Mo- 
ses. To them religion was an out- 
ward matter, having a form of 
godliness but nothing in the heart. 
Our Lord spoke of them in His 
days on earth as “whited sepul- 
chres, which indeed appear beau- 
tiful outward, but are within full 
of dead men’s bones” (Matt. 28: 
27). - 

The publicans were a group 
known as the tax collectors, gen- 
erally hellish, unjust extortioners, 
universally hated and despised. In 
this 18th chapter of Luke the 
Pharisee is introduced in this par- 
able as one who trusted in him- 
self that he was righteous, and 
then beginning with verse 11 and 
on through verse 12 we have a 
brief yet complete description of 
the Pharisee who stood and prayed 
thus with himself: “God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as other men 


‘VOICE OF TEMPERANCE’ 
BROADCAST 


Rev. 5am Morris has already be- 
gun his winter broadcast of The 
Voice of Temperance on the Mexi- 
can border station, XERA, speak- 
ing twice daily at 7:30 a.m. and 
6:45 p.m., C.5.T., at 960 kilocycles. 
This man of God has been used to 
Save many drunkards and point 
many to the Saviour. Listen in for 
fervent gospel appeals and scrip- 
tural exposure of the crime of liq- 
uor. You may write our Brother 
Morris as follows: 

REV. SAM MORRIS 
Del Riv, Texas 


are, extortioners, unjust, adulter- 
ers, or even as this publican. I 
fast twice in the week, I give tithes 
of all that I possess.” You will 
notice in the prayer the prominence 
of the personal pronoun I. 
Pharisee certainly had a mighty 
big opinion of himself. 


“prayed thus with himself,” that 
is, his prayer never went higher 
than his head. In fact, there was 
no prayer at all in what he said. 
On the other hand, notice the 
prayer of the publican in verse 
13, especially the words, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner.” This 
prayer is all praper; pure unadul- 
terated prayer throughout. When 
the Pharisee went up to the tem- 
ple he forgot the main part of the 
prayer which is the confession of 
sin, for the Pharisee spake as if 
he had no sins to confess, but in- 
stead he sanctimoniously paraded 
before God with no consciousness 
of sin. But the publican — my, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


Northwestern Has 
Biggest Opening 


THE NORTHWESTERN BIBLE 
AND MISSIONARY TRAINING 
SCHOOL and THE NORTHWEST- 
ERN EVANGELICAL THEOLOG- 
ICAL SEMINARY — Dr. W. B. 
Riley, Founder and President of 
both — opened their fall session 
Monday morning, September 23, at 
nine o’clock Chapel Hour. Five 
hundred and sixteen students were 
enrolled up to that hour; a few 
more will arrive within the week. 
It is the first time in the schools’ 
history that the fall term has en- 
rolled above five mundred students, 
there being an increase this year 
over last of about sixty students. 
This makes these combined schools 
one of the largest theological cen- 
ters of the land. 

The night school opened Septem- 
ber 24, and last year it only fell 


ment. The extension department a 
year ago enrolled about six hun- 
dred students in the Twin Cities, 
taught by professors from North- 
western. It is expected that the 
night school and extension de- 
partment will equal, if they do not 
exceed, that of last year. 

At the opening session Professor 
James Davies, head of the Music 
Department, assisted by Wayne 
Webb, with Ernest Wells as soloist, 
and the Glad Tidings Trio of girls, 
put on A GREAT PROGRAM OF 
MUSIC. 

DR. F. JOHN SCROGGIE OF 
LONDON, ENGLAND, delivered 
the opening address, his text being, 
“Workers Together With God;” his 
homiletical divisions being (1) Ac- 
tivity, (2) Unity, and (3) Sover- 
eignty. ROBERT HARKNESS, 
the great Australian pianist, made 
valuable contributions to the music 
of the hour. 

Northwestern has added five new 
members’ to the faculty this year: 
Dr. T. B. Madsen who will teach 


Christian Evidences; Dr. H. 


Frances Clark, Wnglish; 
Ethel Wilcox, Christian Liv 


collaborating with Professor } 


work. 


Bible History, Church History, and 
E. 


"And they cried, The Sword of the 3 
d of Gideon." Judges 7:20 3 


Let me call to your attention a 
very important matter. The Phari- — 
see did not really pray. There is — 
no element of real prayer in the — 
words that he spoke, for note he — 
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How The Meanest 
Sinner Got Saved 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


how short and definite his prayer 
was! He confessed his sins, ac- 
knowledged his guilt and appealed 
to God for mercy. He cut it short. 
He brought it right to the point. 
He did not pray with a lot of high- 
sounding phrases. His prayer got 
right to the heart of things. Note 
the prayer. The publican had noth- 
ing to do with fasting, paying of 
tithes and such matters. He con- 
fessed his sin, asked for mercy, 
and was forgiven! 


The Lord Jesus heard this prayer 
and He was so pleased that He 
publishes the prayer. 


Now let us notice just a few 
things contained in this 13th verse 
— “And the publican, standing afar 
off, would not lift up so much as 
his eyes unto heaven, but smote 
upon his breast, saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner.” First of 
all, the fact of sin guilt is no rea- 
son for despair. And perchance to- 
night some may be saying while 
I am broadcasting, that “I am too 
great a sinner. I am too guilty. 
It would be a terrible thing for me 
to ask for mercy. Why, my hands 
are too stained with blood. I am 
too far gone." Well, listen friends, 
this message is for the worst sin- 
ner, (Prayer warriors, pray as I 
deal with those who think they are 
beyond all hope, too far gone, too 
great sinners.) - 

I want you to notice this publi- 
can, this man, this sinner. He dared 
to approach God. And if you will 
notice this verse in the Revised Ver- 
sion, it gives a much better reading. 
This verse, instead of saying, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner,’ it 
reads as follows, ‘“‘God be merciful 
to me THE sinner.” Oh, what a 
difference! He meant to say em- 
phatically that he was THE sinner, 
the outstanding sinner. Notice the 
Pharisee — he said, “I thank thee, 
that I am not as other men,” but, 
brother, he needed nothing. He was 
in his own estimate, perfect. But 
please notice the publican stood 
afar off and was THE sinner, a 
sinner among sinners. The publi- 
can, the prominent one, takes the 
chief place of condemnation, yet 
‘dares’ to” come to God. He says, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
Now this is hope for you if you 
think you are too far gone, the 
chiefest, the most outstanding of 
sinners. You may be the most pro- 
fane, low-down sinner that there 
is — as one sinner said some time 
ago, “I am too far down, I can’t 
even reach up and touch the bot- 
tom.” You too may approach God 
for mercy and hear His gracious 
invitation, “Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord; 
though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.” And David, 
after committing that great sin 
which we find in the 5ist Psalm, 
Said, “Have mercy upon me, O 
God, according to thy lovingkind- 
ness: according unto the multitude 
of thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgression. Wash me thorough- 
ly from mine iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sin.” Once a sinner 
comes by faith and says, “Lord Je- 
sus, be merciful to me a sinner,” 
he will hear the gracious words 
come back, “I have blotted out, as 
a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and, as a cloud, thy sins: return 
unto me; for I have redeemed thee” 
(Isa. 44:22)... Now this parable in 
the 18th chapter of Luke is given 
as an encouraging example to you, 
for if the man who was THE sin- 
ner found forgiveness, there is 
hope for you, and Christ says, 
“Come now all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 


Another great fact to consider 
in this verse is the great mercy 
in the heart of God. Mercy is one 
of the great attributes of God. He 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
April 26, 1940, at the post office 
at Wheaton, Illinois, under the Act 
of March 3, 1897. : 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, 
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 


Published Weekly at 512 West 
Franklin Street, Wheaton, linois 


s n $1.00 a year. 
naan teal 
_.. $1.50 a year 


merciful. We 
delighteth in 
mercy. And tonight your sin may 
be as black as can be, hopeless, 
without Christ and without God, 
yet you can come on the basis of 
God’s mercy and God will hear you. 


Now hotice. In salvation thére is 
hope for the sinner. Why, the mes- 
sage, the gospel we preach, is the 
power of God unto salvation, sal- 
vation for the lost, ruined, undone. 
They that are whole do not need 
a physician, but they that are 
sick. Let me tell you, the Pharisee 
did not need, in his own eyes, sal- 
vation, for he was perfect. Oh, it 
is a great comforting thought that 
the eye of the physician is always 
on the sick, and the great Phy- 
sician, the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
are told, came for one purpose, to 
seek and to save that which was 
lost. Until you come to the place 
of a repentant sinner you will nev- 
er experience the new birth. 


Now again: the gospel is espe- 
cially, definitely, distinctively ad- 
dressed to sinners. First Timothy 
1:15 says, “This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I 
am chief.” Paul says, “For the son 
of man came to seek and to save 
that which was lost.” Christ said, 
“I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.” And the 
great command of the gospel and 
the most suitable to sinners is the 
verse, ‘“‘Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out’”’ (Acts 3:19). The Bi- 
ble says, “Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon” 
(Isa. 55:7). All the precious prom- 
ises are addressed to sinners. But 
to get salvation you must believe, 
repent, and turn from your wicked 
ways or you will perish. 


And then here is a strange thing 


in the spiritual realm. The knowl- 
edge of sinship guides men to right 
actions. Here it is. When a man 
learns he is a sinner, it is won- 
derful how the Holy Spirit leads 
immediately to Jesus Ghrist. This 
is one of the mysteries, the mira- 
cles in the spiritual realm. When a 
man learns he is an outright lost, 
undone sinner, dead in trespasses 
and in sin, the Holy Spirit steps 
in to lead him into the right path 
to the Lamb of God and then in 
green pastures. Notice that this 
publican went straight to God, 
headed straight to God; he came to 
God alone. He felt no avail to con- 
fess his sin to mortal being and 
receive absolution from the hands 
of men, not even of the learned 
Pharisee. He ran straight to God 
who alone is able to hear and he 
said, “God be merciful to me THE 
sinner. He knew God alone was 
able to save, that is, “there is none 
other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). Brother, this 
is what you have to have to be 
saved — go right straight to God. 
None but God can save a soul from 
eternal judgment, none but the 
mercy of God can save you. Oh, 
listen, this is the straight gospel 
I am preaching to you tonight. And 
when this publican came to God 
with full confession of sin, his 
prayer was heard. With tears of 
repentance he poured out his heart 
before God in a most heart-felt 
manner, “God be merciful to me 
THE sinner.” 


You remember the prodigal son. 
When he was in the far country 
he didn’t waste a lot of words. 
When he came to himself he said, 
“Father, I have sinned.” And so 
David (I have already given to you 
what he said, but listen), he came 
straight to the point — “Against 
thee, thee only, have I sinned’ 
(Psa. 51:4). Thus this publican ap- 
peals to God for mercy alone. He 
didn’t appeal to God’s law or jus- 
tice, but he appealed to the mercy 
of God. He literally said, “God 
be propitious to me a sinner.” 


He did not bring each mo 
and evening a lamb without spot 
or blemish. He hadn’t heard per- 
haps, of the sin offering. He didn’t 
know all about the atonement, the 
substitution, how God could save 
him through another, How God 
could be propitiated as he ac- 
knowledged the sacrifice of an in- 
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nocent One. Yet he said, “be 
toward me as thou art when thou 
lookest the a blood.” 
In First John 2:2 we read, “He is 
the tion for our sins: and 
not for our’s only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world.” And 
“herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.’”” The Holy Spirit points 
to the lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world, whose blood 
was shed upon the cross of Cal- 
Vary. 

I am going to close with this. 
Beloved friends, wouldn’t you like 
to have peace tonight and be 
saved? Oh, I can hear some say, 
“Yes.” All right, you can. Here 
it is. First of all, pray the simple 
prayer, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” I want you to notice that 
God heard that Publican, for in 
the 14th verse, Christ speaking, 
says, “I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather 
than the other.” And then we are 
told in God’s word, “being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with 
God” (Rom. 5:1). And you can 
have peace tonight. 


I want you to notice this one 


thing further. The publican didn’t | 


say, “God be merciful to me a 
penitent sinner.” He didn’t say 
that. He didn’t say, “Now. God, be 
merciful to me a reformed sinner,”’ 
and he didn’t even say, “God be 
merciful to me a praying sinner.” 
No, he cut right loose and said, 
“God be merciful to me THE sin- 
ner. There was no element of 
works in this man. He didn’t come 
and clean himself up before he 
came to God, He came as a sinner 
and pleaded God’s mercy. “For by 
works of righteousness shall no 
man be justified.”” If you think you 
have to wait and get cleaned up 
before you come to God, you will 
never be saved. Come just as you 
are. “Just as I am without one 
plea, but that Thy blood was shed 
for me.” 


Now please note. He did not ex- 
cuse himself. He didn’t say, “Lord, 
I can’t help it. Lord, I wasn’t any 
worse than the other publicans. I 
only did what others did.” He 
didn't plead any merit of his own. 
He simply told God that he was 
a real sinner and he knew it. He 
didn’t even promise God that he 
would do better the next time. 
There was no promise connected 
with it. He simply placed himself 
at the feet of God, pleading God’s 
mercy and said, “Now God, deal 
with me as a sinner,” and then 
Christ said, “This man went down 
to his house justified.” A sudden 
change was wrought in him. One 
moment ago he was heavy-hearted, 
down-hearted, but now he is glad, 
hopeful; now his sins are forgiven 
and he has the witness in his heart 
that he is a child of God and he 
now has access to the throne of 
glory! 

Beloved friends, I have tried to 
make it as simple as I know how. 
It is coming by way of the cross. 
Down at the cross where I first 
saw the light. There I recognized 
myself a sinner, lost, undone, with- 
out hope, without Christ, and with- 
out God. I said, “God be merciful 
to me a sinner,’’ and God took me 
at my word. I tell you, a change, 
a complete change, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, took place when Christ came 
in by faith and he knew he had 
passed from death unto life. “He 
that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life” (John 5:24). 

Let’s bow our heads in prayer. 
Prayer warriors, wherever you 
may be, pray with me now that 
God will speak and move and burn 
His Word into the hearts of men 
and women and boys and girls. 

Father,°- we thank Thee for the 


simplicity of the little picture in 
Luke the 18th chaptcr. The Phari- 
see, proud, heady, high-minded, 
hadn’t need for anything, but this 
poor publican standing afar off, 
was not willing to approach God, 
but standing afar off, smote upon 
his breast, saying, “God be merci- 
ful to me THE sinner.” Oh, Fa- 
ther, may men and women tonight 
cut loose from all false founda- 
tions, all false teachings, and just 
come out into clear-cut way and 
come ee by the a the 
cross, cléansing, atoning 
shed blood on the cross of Calvary 
and | say, “Accepted in 


hear Thee 
the beloved!” We will give Thee 


Friday, October 11, 1940 


May Christians Be Baptized with 
The Holy Ghost After Conversion 


Are the Baptism and the Filling With the Holy Spirit the Same? 
Baptized Into the Body of Christ and Baptized In the Body 
of Christ and Baptized In the Holy Spirit Entirely Different 


BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


A Chicago friend writes saying, 
“Have you heard of, or have you 
read the book by T. J. McCrossan, 
B.A., B.D., on “Are All Christians 
Baptized With the Holy Ghost at 
Conversion ?” 

“If not, I wish that you might 
read it. It sells for 50c. T. J. Mc- 
Crossan, 4138 Brooklyn Avenue, 
Seattle, Washington. 

“There seem to be quite a num- 
ber of Scriptural phrases referring 
to a definite experience or bless- 
ing for Christians, subsequent t 
conversion, ! 

” * * 

“Our hearts long for steady, con- 
tinuous, real victory and useful- 
ness, real power in witnessing, real 
power to win souls. 

“If Jesus Himself did not per- 
form miracles, or preach, or heal, 
or begin His work for His Father 
appointed to Him, until He received 
‘power from on high,’ which ‘abode 
upon Him,’ surely it is presump- 
tion for us to attempt to work for 
God without this ‘dunamis’ from 
the Holy Ghost. 


* * * 


“May it not be one of the chief 
reasons for the weakness, dryness, 
powerlessness of church members 
and churches, that they have not 
been taught to enter into Luke 24: 
49 and Acts 1:8, etc?” 

To this brother we gave the fol- 
lowing answer: 


Dear Brother L—: 

I have examined the book by Dr. 
T. J. McCrossan on “Are All Chris- 
tians Baptized with the Holy Ghost 
at Conversion?” Before reading 
that book I was thoroughly con- 
vinced that not all Christians are 
baptized with the Holy Ghost at 
conversions that one may have, and 
should have, a definite filling or 
baptism with the Holy Ghost for 
service. That may come at conver- 


the glory for we ask it in His 
name and for His sake. Amen. 


YOUR DECISION FOR CHRIST 

If you have read this sermon, 
and if you will pray the Publican’s 
prayer, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner,” from your heart, you can 
have forgiveness and salvation at 
once. If you do now:trust Christ 
for forgiveness and claim Him as 
your Saviour, will you write to us 
and let us know? We will send 
every letter straight to Brother 
Fuller, and how happy all of us 
will be to hear that you have 
trusted Christ! 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
512 W. Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have just read Mr. Fuller’s 
sermon.in The Sword of the Lord, 
“HOW THE MEANEST SINNER 
GOT SAVED.” Today I come to 
God like that Publican did. I con- 
fess I am a sinner, ask God for 
mercy, and now believe He hears 
me and saves me. By God’s grace 
and help I will live for Him begin- 
ning today, and will confess Him 
openly before men, trusting Him 
that my sins are all forgiven and 
that He will take me home to 
Heaven, 

Please let Brother Fuller know 
I have taken Christ as my Saviour 
through his-sermon. 

In Christ’s name, yours, 


How To Hear Brother Fuller 

Millions of people every week 
hear Rev. Charles E. Fuller, Sun- 
day night on the Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour. Ask your local ra- 
dio stations where he may be 
heard, or write the Old Fashioned 
Revival Broadcast, P. O. Box 123, 
Los Angeles, California, for a 
schedule of their broadcasts. 

We hope our friends will hold 
up this man of God and his great 
work in your prayers and ask God 
if He will have you put some of 
His money into the glorious busi- 


ness of saving souls through the | imm 


radio broadcasts. 


sion as with Cornelius and his 
household (Acts 10:44-48). It is 
more likely to be after conversion, 
as with the apostles at Pentecost, 
as with Paul in Acts, chapter 9, 
verse 17, and as with some others 
in the. Bible. However, I am defi- 
nitely sure that the Bible does not 
teach that there is any necessary 
connection between the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit and talking in 
tongues, I am sure Pentecostal peo- 
ple do not have the Bible gift of 
speaking in tongues when they 
jabber as they do in a language or 
pretended language, known not to 
themselves or others. That is not 
what Christians had at Pentedcdst 
nor anywhere else in the Bible ap- 
proved of God. 


The Bible evidence of the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost is power, as 
given in Acts 1:8. Soul winning 
power is the proof that one has 
what Bible Christians had. 

I do not often use the term, 
“baptized with the Holy Ghost” for 
a double reason. The first reason 
is that another term is more often 
used in the Bible, namely, the fill- 
ing with the Spirit, and second, 
that the term has been so mis- 
used by Pentecostal people, it does 
not mean, in the minds of the pub- 
lic, what it means in the Bible. 

The baptism with the Holy Ghost 
does not involve a so-called “sanc- 
tification” in the modern sense, 
with the eradication of the sin na- 
ture as some claim. It does not 
involve any supernatural sign such 
as tongues, and never did in the 
Bible. It simply involves a great 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit to 
fill one, cover one, endue one, em- 
power one for _witnessing. for 
Christ. At Pentecost there were at 
least three special miracles: (1) 
the cyclonic winds, (2) the visible 
tongues of flames on the disciples, 
(3) the miraculous ability to talk 
in the languages of other people 
there present and to preach to 
them the gospel in their own 
tongues in which they were born. 
Those miracles were incidental. 
They were not what God promised. 
They were only accompanying 
miracles, not essential to the ful- 
fillment of the promise, which God 
saw fit. to use in reaching unsaved 
people. 

Baptism in the Bible primarily 
means the immersion of a believer 
in water. “Baptized with the Spirit” 
is a figurative term simply mean- 
ing overwhelmed or covered with 
the Holy Spirit. It does not mean 
putting one into the church, it does 
not mean a second work of grace 
eradicating the sinful nature, end 
no Scripture ever indicates t*.c it 
means tongues. It does not mean 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
for already He dwells in the body 
of every Christian as is made from 
many passages like First Corin- 
thians 3:16, 17; First Corinthians 
6:19, 20; Second Corinthians 6: 
16, and Romans 8:9. 

It is important not to confuse 
the entirely different ways that the 
word baptism is used in the Bible. 
Let me enumerate them for your 
convenience. 

1. The immersion of a believer 
in water. This is the primary use 
of the term in the Bible. Unless 
the context expressly teaches 
something else, the simple word 
7 — means this, always, in the 

é. 

2. To be overwhelmed in suffer- 
ing. That is what Jesus meant 
when He said to the disciples, “Can 
ye drink of the cup that I drink 
of? and be baptized with the bap- 
tism that I am baptized with?” 
(Mark 10:38). 

3. To be baptized into the body 
of Christ. Every Christian is tak- 
en by the Holy Spirit and built 
in and placed into the body of 
Christ, built into this building like 
a stone in the wall, and covered up 
there. That is what First Corin- 
thians 12:13 expressly states and 
means. ‘For by one spirit are we 


all baptized into one body, whether 


we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free; and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit.” 
Notice that here one is buried, not 
in the water, and not into the Holy 
Spirit, but into the body of Christ, 
ersed, covered up and buried 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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Friday, October 11, 1940 


When Will the Angels Be Sent Out 
As Hunters and Fishers For Jews 
To Bring Them Back To Palestine? 


By the Editor 

A brother from Naylor, Missouri, 
writes us asking the following 
question: “Is it just before or after 
the return of Christ that God calls 
for fishers and hunters to fish and 
hunt them out “family by family,” 
one by one and return them?” 

My answer to him follows: 


You evidently have in mind Jere- 
miah 16:15, 16, which is as fol- 


_ jows: 


“But, the Lord liveth, that 
brought up the children of 
Israel fromthe land of the 
north, and from all the lands 
whither he had driven them: 
and I will bring them again 
into their land that I gave un- 
to their fathers. 

“Behold, I will send for 
many fishers, saith the Lord, 
and they shall fish them; and 
after will I send for many 
hunters, and they shall hunt 
them from every mountain, 
and from every hill, and out of 
the holes of the rocks.”’ 


That scripture will be fulfilled | 


just after Christ returns to reign. 
Not just after He catches the 
Christians up in the air, and not 

the tribulation, but after 
He returns to the earth to regather 


the Jews to their own land, re-. 


establish David's kingdom, and 
rule on the earth for the thou- 
sand years. As proof of this, please 
see Deut. 30: 3-5, which says: 
“That then the Lord thy God 
will turn thy captivity, and 
have compassion upon thee, 
and will return and gather 
thee from all the nations, 
whither the Lord thy God hath 
scattered thee. If any of thine 
be driven out unto the out- 


most parts of heaven, from 
thence will the Lord thy God 
gather thee, and from thence 
will he fetch thee: And the 
Lord thy God will bring thee 
into the land which thy fa- 
thers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it: and he will do thee 
good, and multiply thee above 
thy fathers.” 

Notice carefully that “the Lord 
thy God will turn thy captivity, 
and have compassion upon thee, 
AND WILL RETURN and gather 
thee from all the nations.” Christ 
must first return and then Israel 
will be regathered. 

Another scripture on that sub- 
ject which shows that just after 
Christ returns He will send out 
His angels (they are the hunters 
and fishers) and gather together 
the elect (the Jews) back to Pales- 
tine, is Mat. 24:29-31, which says: 

“Immediately after the trib- 

ulation of those days shall the 
sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heav- 
en, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken; And 
then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with pow- 
er and great glory. And he 
shall send his angels with a 
great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the 
other.”’ 

I thank you for your letter, and 
pray God’s blessings upon you. 

Your brother in Christ, 

John R. Rice 
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This group of books reduced in price. All are standard fine 
Christian books specially helpful. 


Books By J. Edwin Orr 


This series has been very popular. They are cloth bound, about 
126 pages each, printed in England, sell regularly for 50c a copy. 
You may have them only while the present stock lasts for 3O0c 
each, or 4 for $1.00. These books tell of wonderful answers to 
prayer, give devotional comments on Scriptures and are the story 
of an Irish evangelist who went around the world by faith and 
was used of God to bless multitudes of Christians and win thou- 


sands of souls. 
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Steps on the Ladder of Faith 
By James M. Gray, D.D. 


A strong volume of fourteen chapters by the late president of 
Moody Bible Institute. It will settle doubts about God, the Bible, 
the devil, suffering, the future life, etc. A standard book used of 
God which we highly recommend. 175 pages, cloth bound, regular 
price $1.50. Slightly shop-worn jackets, new books, postpaid, 
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One Gospel 
By Rev. J. F. G. Finley 


A great book, out of print, very rare. Gives Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John blended into one continuous story, told in chron- 
ological order in exact words of the gospels. Also gives full out- 
line of the life of Christ by topics and chronologically. Only two 
copies, three-quarters leather bound, shop worn but unused. Was 


$1.50; reduced to only 


$1.25 


One copy the same book, cloth bound, shop-worn, for only 7&c 


No more when these are gone! Especially helpful for preachers 
and students. One of the best harmonies of the gospel. 


Strange Experiences of the Doctor 
By Walter Lewis Wilson, M.D. 


Seventeen fine stories of how souls were won by this physician- 
preacher, the beloved Dr. Wilson. Attractive for young people, 
will be gladly read by unsaved; suggestive for soul winners; cloth 
bound, 126 pages; regularly 50c. Our price, postpaid, only....40c 
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May Christians Be 
Baptized With the 
Holy Ghost After 


. 
Conversion? 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


there, literally becoming a part of 
the Body of Christ when we are 
saved. At the same time the Holy 
Spirit comes into the body to dwell. 


Paul speaks of this through the 
Holy Spirit in Ephesians 2:19-22, 
telling how Christians become a 
part of the household of God and 
are built into the building, “in 
whom all the building fitly framed 
together, groweth unto an holy 


temple in the Lord: in whom ye 
also are builded together for an 


habitation of God through the Spir- 
it.” First Peter 2:5 also tells us, 


“Ye also, as lively (living) stones, 
are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spirit- 
ual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ.” This baptism did 
not happen at Pentecost, this is not 
the baptism Jesus promised in 
Acts 1:5. So, I believe, it is not 
proper to say that the church was 
founded at Pentecost by the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit. Acts 1: 
5 and First Corinthians 12:13 are 
not talking about the same thing. 
To be baptized into the body of 
Christ, the Holy Spirit being the 
agent, is one thing. Baptized, or 
covered, or immersed in the Holy 
Spirit, Christ being the agent of 
pouring out the Spirit, is an en- 
tirely different matter. 


4. To be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit means that a Christian is 
to be literally covered by the Holy 
Spirit poured out from God. Christ 
is the agent in this case. 


I am surprised that many widely 
known and very fine Bible teach- 
ers have not seen this distinction. 


It is certainly clear from John 
20:19-21 that the Holy Spirit came 
into the bodies of the apostles the 
day Jesus arose from the dead, and 
not at Pentecost. That indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit was certainly 
promised in John 7:37-39, to come 
when Christ was glorified, that is, 
the day He was resurrected. And 
so it was fulfilled. That day they 
“were all made to drink into one 
Spirit.” First Corinthians 12:13 
was fulfilled before Pentecost in 
the case of the aposties. It has 
been fulfilled since that time in the 
case of every individual convert, 
at the time he was saved. 


As evidence that the filling of 
the Holy Spirit and the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit are one and the 
same thing, consider the promise 
of Acts 1:5, and see how it was 
fulfilled in Acts 2:4. What Jesus 
promised was a baptizing with the 
Spirit. What came was a filling 
with the Spirit. He promised pow- 
er in connection with the baptizing 
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8), and 
the power came in connection with 
the filling of the Holy Spirit and 
multitudes were saved by their wit- 
nessing. Later, we are told that 
the Holy Ghost fell “on” Cornelius 
and his household (Acts 10:44), 
and Peter said that it was the same 
that they had received at Pentecost 
(vs. 47). But in Acts 11:14, 15, 
Peter tells the story of Cornelius 
and his group being filled with the 
Spirit as they were at Pentecost, 
and says it was the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost. 


The name you may call it is 
not so important, but certainly peo- 
ple do need a filling or an endue- 
ment or an anointing, the power of 
God upon us to witness for Jesus 
and win souls. 


I think it is important to notice 
that those who were filled with the 
Holy Spirit, needed to be filled 
again later. Compare Acts 2:4 
with Acts 4:31 and see that the 
same identical thing happened 
twice, to the same crowd. These 
same nine words are found in each 


| of the two verses: “And they were 


all filled with the Holy Ghost.” 
Likewise the same results followed 
— power to witness for Jesus and 
win souls. 


I was glad to have your letter, 
and hope that these suggestions 
may be helpful. 


I believe you are right when you 
say, “May it not be one of the 
chief reasons for the weakness, 
of the 


that they have not been taught 
to enter into Luke 24:49 and Acts 
1:87” Oh, may God give us a 


REV. R. E. WHITE 
VINDICATED 


By the Editor 


Word has just come from Rev. 
R. E. White, pastor of the Main 
Street Baptist Church, 728 Main 
Avenue, San Antonio, Texas of 
God’s gracious vindication. On 
September 13th, the 73rd District 
Court of Bexar County (San An- 
tonio), Texas, with Judge John F. 
Onion presiding, assessed Dr. J. 
Frank Norris $25,000 damages to 
be paid Brother White for mali- 
cious libel. Brother White suffered, 
as many others have, including Dr. 
L. R. Scarborough, Dr. W. B. 
Riley, Rev. Earl Anderson, Dr. W. 
Lee Rector, Dr. Harold Strathearn, 
Dr. Robert T. Ketcham, Rev. Sam 
Morris, this editor, and others. As 
far as we can tell, Brother White 
followed the instructions of our 
Saviour in Matthew 18:15-17 which 
says: 

“15. Moreover, if thy broth- 
er shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault be- 
tween thee and him alone: if 
he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. 


“16. But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one 
or two more, that in the mouth 
of two or three witnesses ev- 
ery word may be established. 

“17, And if he shall neglect 
to hear them, tell it unto the 
church: but if he neglect to 
hear the church, let him be 


} unto thee as an heathen man 


and a publican. 


It is sad for Christians to need 

to appeal to civil courts. Paul did 
not do it until his life was threat- 
ened (“I appeal unto Cesar’ — 
Acts 25:11). Brother White did 
not do it until his name was slan- 
dered, his church split, friends lost, 
his reputation murdered — not un- 
til after long patience and much 
prayer. 
_ The full records of the trial in 
modest language and the official 
court reports may be had from 
Brother White in a copy of his 
paper, Amazing Grace, for a 3c 
stamp. Write above address. 


SuEEEREEEEEee 


pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon 
His people! 
In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


P. S. Because many others are 
concerned about the same subject, 
I thought you would not mind if I 
print parts of this letter in The 
Sword of the Lord, not giving your 
name.— J. R. R. 


HENRY CLAY WAS 
NOT SLEEPY 


Henry Clay, the great American 
statesman and orator, once lodged 
overnight at a humble cabin in his 
native state of Kentucky. The 
family was in the habit of holding 
worship morning and evening, but 
the father trembled at the thought 
of doing so in the presence of a 
guest so distinguished. The chil- 
dren were becoming sleepy, and 
the wife, by significant gestures, 
suggested that the time for prayer 
had come. The man hinted to his 
guest that perhaps he would like 
to go to bed. But Mr. Clay with 
great politeness said that he did 
not feel at all sleepy, and that, 
unless it was intrusive, he would 
be happy to enjoy the company of 
his host longer. Of course the man 
could not object. Still the matter 
of prayer could not be postponed 
without sending the children to bed 
contrary to their settled custom. 

At last, with considerable trepi- 
dation, the father told his guest 
that he could stay and unite in 
their devotions or retire at his 
option. Mr. Clay promptly replied 
that he would remain. 


When the wonted exercises, gone 
through with much fear and trem- 
bling, were over, Mr. Clay, with no 
little feeling, approached the man 
and said, “My dear sir, never again 
feel the least hesitation in the dis- 
charge of your duty to God on ac- 
count of the presence of man. I 
saw your embarrassment, and re- 
mained on purpose that you might 
never feel it again. Remember that 
every man of sense will respect 
the individual who is not ashamed 
to acknowledge his dependence up- 
on his Maker; and he deserves 
only contempt who can cherish any 
other feelings than reverence for 
‘the consecrated hour of man in 
audience with Deity.’ I would 
rather know that the prayers of a 
pious man, no matter how humble 
his position in life, were ascend- 
ing in my behalf than to have the 
wildest applause of listening sen- 
ators.” Mr. Clay then retired for 
the night. The man remarked that 
it was the best lesson of his life. 

— The Prospector. 
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SWORD READERS SAY... 


“Your little paper is heaven sent, 

I am sure, to me.” 
Mrs, H. N. W, 
Brandon, Iowa 


“We surely do like The Sword of 
the Lord, and want our subscrip- 
tion renewed, The day it comes we 
sit right down and start reading 
it until all has been read.” 

Mrs. and Mrs. G. L. 
Hammond, Indiana 


“All Have Sinned"' 


salvation in Christ alone that 


judgment and salvation. 


THE SWORD 
512 WEST FRANKLIN ST. 


Revival Sermons 


BY JOHN R. RICE 
‘What Must I Do To Be Saved?”’ 


It is named for one of the sermons in the book. These sermons 
been used of God to win hundreds, perhaps thousands of souls. 
You will want to read the following chapters: 


"Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Outl’”’ 
The Bible Hell, A Literal Place of Eternal Torment 


The Mad House, Hell — Why God Permits It; Who 
Goes There and How To Miss It 


Religious But Lost, or, False Hopes of Heaven 


“What Must | Do To Be Saved?" 


These are the messages preached on radio WMBI recently, re- 
sulting in many blessings, but given here much fuller. 


Do not confuse this large book of revival sermons, cloth bound, 
with the little pamphlet of sixteen pages by the same name. 

These sermons are so piercing, so sensational in their attack: 
on sin, so filled with Scripture, so plain and simple in showing 


preacher, every Christian who reads them and will lead many 
sinners to Christ and His salvation. If you find the book not as 
represented, or if it fails to prove a real blessing, return it in one 
week in good condition, unmarked, say it was not worth the dol- 
lar to you, and your money will be refunded without question. 
We urge that preachers especially be given copies to encourage 
them in strong revival preaching concerning sin and hell and 


Beautiful cloth bound book, 150 pages, only.... 


we feel they will please every 


$1.00 
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How To Be Sure 
You Are Saved 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


you believe that He did? 

Now consider some of the prom- 
ises of God which you have a right 
to claim, since you have met Him. 

First, you asked for salvation. 
You wanted to be saved, and again 
and again asked the dear Lord to 
forgive you and save you. And 
the Lord plainly promised, “For 
whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 
10:13). And if you called on the 
Lord for salvation, honestly and 
from the heart, then you are saved. 
Can’t you believe what God said 
about that? 

Second, you believed that He for- 
gave you, that is, you trusted Him 
to do it. How many, many prom- 
ises God has on this matter! John 
1:12 says: “But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he pow- 
er to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name.” 
If you believed in Him, then, trust- 
ed Him, then He gave you the 
power to become the child ot God 
and you were born again, He said. 

John 3:16 says: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him, should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” If you 
believed in Him, then you shall 
never perish but you already have 
ever life! 

John 5:24 says: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life.”’ 

You heard God’s*Word (on the 
radio and at other times), you be- 
lieved in the One that sent Jesus 
into the world to save sinners, and 
therefore the Scripture says that 
you have everlasting life already, 
that you can never come into con- 
demnation but that you are already 
passed from death unto life! Won- 
derful promise! Don’t you see you 
have met God’s condition and now 
you ought to believe that He did 
what He said? 

John 6:47 says: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that believeth 
on me hath everlasting life.’’ There 
it is again! If you trusted Christ 
_He forgave you and saved you. 

To the Philippian jailor Paul and 
Silas said, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved” (Acts 16:31). That is God’s 
way to be saved! Did you believe 
in Christ? If you did, then you 
should say, ‘‘Lord, I believe Your 
Word! I have salvation because 
You said so!’ 


Third, you claimed Christ as 
Saviour. You told me that you had 
trusted the Lord and that He had 
forgiven you. I suppose probably 
you told others. Well, listen to 
what promise God gave you on 
this. Matthew 10:32 says, “Who- 
soever therefore shall confess me 
before men, him will I confess al- 
so before my Father which is in 
heaven.” You confessed Christ as 
your Saviour. I believe it was a 
sincere and honest confession. And 
if you claim Christ, He has prom- 
ised to claim you before the Fa- 
ther. You should believe what the 
Bible says about it and have peace. 


When you were married, your 
husband claimed you as his wife, 
and you claimed him as your hus- 
band. You belong to each other. 
Well, Christ loves you more than 
your husband does. He has invited 
you to come. He has promised you 
salvation. He has plainly promised 
that if you would claim Him, He 
will claim you. Then the thing to 
do is to believe that Jesus has 
done what He promised to do, that 
He loves you and will never leave 
you. 

pe you see by the above 
Scriptures that the way to be 
SURE that you are saved, is to 
simply meet God’s requirement of 
trusting Jesus, and then to believe 
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Satan wants to take away our 


joy. If he cannot get your soul, 


then the next best thing would 
be to get your happiness and your 
influence as a Christian. Well, 
don’t let him do it! And notice 
carefully the way the devil tries 
to ruin our happiness. It is by 
getting us to look imside of our- 
selves. He knows that we are wick- 
ed and sinful. He knows that there 
is nothing to make us happy about 
the way we live, or the way we 
feel, or about our knowledge or 
understanding. We are fickle, sin- 
ful, unstable, ignorant and help- 
less beings. Looking inside cannot 
give us peace, even after we are 
saved. No, our peace and happi- 
ness depends on simply looking to 
Jesus. Does He love us? Did He 
die to save us? Did He promise 
to receive those who came to Him? 
Did He promise that salvation was 
settled when we trusted Him? If 
He did, then look to Jesus. Re- 
member how faithful He is. Re- 
member how anxious He is to save 
you. If God said it, it is true, and 
you can risk your soul’s welfare 
on the plain statement of the Word 
of God. 


If sometimes you found your 
feelings varied toward your hus- 
band, and if you two were not as 
happy as you ought to be, that 
would not prove you were not mar- 
ried. You do not need to get mar- 
ried again. You simply need to 
check up and find where you are 
not treating each other right, and 
that will fix the happiness. Mar- 
riage is one thing, and that is set- 
tled once for a lifetime. Happiness, 
and understanding, is an entirely 
different thing, and has to be 
worked at every day. Now it is the 
same with a Christian and his sal- 
vation and happiness. Salvation is 
settled once for all when you turn 
the matter over to Jesus Christ 
and trust Him. But the joy of sal- 
vation is a matter to be settled 
anew every day. I would come to 
the Lord with my burdens and 
problems, confess my sins and 
backslidings, every day. I would 
pray for new strength every day. 
Christians can be happy but it is 
a day by day business of depending 
on the Lord and doing His will for 
a Christian to be happy and use- 
ful. But the salvation question is 
settled once and forever when one 
trusts Christ, and you need never 
take the matter up again, if you 
honestly turned it over to Him. 

You have doubts, that does not 
prove you are lost. I had them for 
three years. Many other people 
have had them, literally thousands 
of Christians. We ought not to 
have doubts about the Lord, but 
that is a part of our poor, sinful 
nature. If we will simply learn 
what He has promised in the Word 
of God and depend wholly upon 
what God’s Word says, then we 
can whip the devil on this question. 
Praise the Lord, now for many, 
many years I have not doubted my 
soul’s salvation. It has become set- 
tled for sure and forever. The 
Word of God is too plain for me 
to doubt God on that. 

It is all right to ask God to help 
you feel right, but it is far better 
to believe what God has said and 
just say, “Feeling or no feeling, I 
am going to believe the Bible and 
risk Jesus Christ to do what He 
said He would do. And then I am 
going to live for Him every day 
the best I can, and I know He 
will make me happy in the Lord.” 

I am sending you also the little 
sermon by an English evangelist 
on “What Class Are You Travel- 
ling?” Read it prayerfully and it 
will help you. 

Now I have spent a good deal 
of time on this long letter, and 
am glad to do it. Won’t you spend 
a lot of time on it, too? You ought 
to read it not less than five times. 

I am so glad you wrote to me, 
and I know if you will listen to 
what I tell you, or rather, listen 
to what God tells you in His Word, 
in the Scriptures I call to your at- 
tention, then you will have perfect 
peace about your salvation. Don’t 
depend on the way you live, or the 
way you feel, but depend on what 
Jesus did on the cross and what 
God has promised in His Word. 
Bless His holy name, He saves ev- 
ery sinner that comes to Him 
trusting Him! 

I should like to hear from you 
again. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 

R. Rice 


The blessed message by the 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Should A New Con- 
vert Join A Church? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


church in the plain and usual Bible 
sense. Ought not other Christians 
do the same? 

I think it was in this sense, too 
that the converts at Pentecost 
joined the church, that is, the local 
assembly of believers; “and the 
same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls.” 
The same meaning is implied in 
Acts 2:47: “And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should 
be saved.” Remember that the 
word church, usually, in the vast 
majority of cases in the New Tes- 
tament, means a local assembly or 
congregation and we ought to sup- 
pose that it has that usual and 
commonplace meaning here unless 
the context should clearly indicate 
otherwise, which it does not. The 
Lord saved the people who trusted 
Him and put it in their hearts to 
join in with the others of like faith. 

And we are not to think that 
the local congregations, churches, 
in the New Testament were unor- 
ganized mass meetings. They had 
officers, that is, they had pastors, 
overseers with authority, who were 
to rule. Hebrews 13:17 says, 
“Obey them that have the rule over 
you,”’ referring to pastors, bishops, 
elders. The churches evidently 
elected deacons. The churches had 
the authority to expel members 
from the congregation and fellow- 
ship and were sometimes plainly 
commanded to do so as in First 
Corinthians the fifth chapter where 
the church in Corinth was com- 
manded to put away the church 
member living in sin. Matthew 18: 
17 certainly implies that churches 
were organized and had authority. 
We do not know that churches in 
Bible times had a church member- 
ship roll, bound in a red cover or 
a card index file of church mem- 
bers but the congregation would 
regard certain people as being 
members and in fellowship and 
others as refused or expelled. 


In Second Corinthians 2:6-10 
Paul commands that the man who 
had been expelled from the fellow- 
ship of the congregation at Corinth 
because of his flagrant sins, should 
be received again since he had giv- 
en abundant evidence of repent- 
ance. 

I see many abuses by churches 
and denominations of the present 
day. However, that must not lead 
us to do away with the Bible term 
church, referring to a local congre- 
gation, nor with the plain and ex- 
plicit duty of New Testament 
Christians to assemble themselves 
with other Christians in such local 
congregations and to have fellow- 
ship with them in the gospel. 


Paul wrote to the church at 
Rome to “receive” Phebe who was 
coming to them from the church 
at Cenchrea (Rom. 16:1). The 
brethren wrote to disciples in 
Achaia, exhorting them to “re- 
ceive” Apollos and they did (Acts 
18:27). Then it is perfectly scrip- 
tural for churches (local congre- 
gations of Christians, organized 
congregations, with pastors and 
perhaps other elders or preachers, 
and with deacons) to receive mem- 
bers. 

I feel that in view of this Scrip- 
ture teaching it is proper and right 
and scriptural to urge every new 
convert to join himself to a Bible 
kind of church, with a born-again 
membership, where the gospel is 
preached, where souls are saved, 


where the saints are fed and 


taught, congregations that follow 
the Bible pattern. 

And I think that with this defi- 
nition of church and this under- 
standing of what I mean by join- 
ing a church, you will agree with 
me. Churches in this sense are not 
“man made organizations.” Christ 
not only forms His church and 
bride and body; He is also the 
author of the plan for local congre- 
gations, churches of Christ. 

I might add that where this 
booklet was written and where it 
was first circulated by the tens of 
thousands, the Bible conception of 
a New Testament church is much 
more closely followed than 
throughout this north-land where 
there are so many modernists and 
where most congregations are dom- 


inated by an ecclesiastical and un-. 


scriptural overlordship. 


English evangelist, “What Class 
Are You Travelling?” will be sent 
free to any doubting souls who 
write forit. — 
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That We Especially Recommend 


The Old Fashioned Revival Hour 
AND THE BROADCASTERS 


By J. Edwin Wright, President of the New England Fellowship 

The thrilling story of Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Fuller and the 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour on the biggest weekly radio hook-up 
in the world by which multiplied thousands have been blessed 
and thousands “saved. By all means get this book! The life 
stories of the Fullers, their conversion, how God led them into 
the great radio work, how He supplies the needs in-answer to 
prayer, and many, many thrilling stories of conversions. 254 
pages, thirteen photographs, with strong cloth binding. The 
jacket pictures crowd of many thousands who heard Brother 
Fuller in Detroit. This book will certainly be a wide blessing to 
others as it has been to us, and we urge that you get 
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These Forty Years 


By Melvin E. Trotter, D.D., Late Superintendent of the 
City Rescue Mission, Grand Rapids, Michigan 


“Mel” Trotter who won many, many thousands of souls, 
founded sixty-seven rescue missions, recently went home to Heav- 
en. This book of 120 pages tells the story of his life in his own 
words, his conversion, God’s wonderful dealings, thrilling stories 
of conversions. It also contains the wonderful testimony of a 
man who loved Christ supremely, and a great evangelistic ser- 
mon, The Double Cure. Cloth bound. The jacket carries 5 
a picture of Mel Trotter. 120 pages, price postpaid, only. Cc 


(Formerly 50c. The supply in America is nearly exhausted and 
the publisher has raised the price to 75c a copy.) 


George Muller 
THE MAN OF FAITH 
By Fred G. Warne 


The wonderful story of the man who got more than six million 
dollars in answer to prayer, cared for thousands of orphan chil- 
dren, sent missionaries and literature around the world without 
ever asking man for a penny or taking a collection. A big 
book; 240 pages, twenty-two chapters, very attractive. 


Postpaid, ON Yq... onc. inknenen ss ciwss ce ecceenesninsascewnonsspenesesesee gaan $1.00 


That Lawsuit Against the Bible 


By Harry Rimmer, Sc.D., D.D. | 

Recently some infidels brought suit-against Dr. Harry Rim- 
mer, Christian scientist because the Research Science Bureau, Inc., 
headed by Dr. Rimmer, offered $1,000 to any one who could 
establish a scientific mistake in the Bible, and they tried in the 
Fourth District Municipal Court of New York City to prove 
scientific mistakes in the Bible and collect the money. But with 
the best brains, with help by the evolutionists and their guesses, 
they miserably failed. Here is the whole story by the inimitable 
Dr. Rimmer. It will strengthen faith, explain difficulties. Espe- 
cially valuable for those tempted to doubt the Bible or tempted | 
to believe evolution. We guarantee it to be a blessing. 50c 
Cloth bound, 88 pages, and OMLY.........-..-2--....-0:---ee-eeeveeeneneneeneees 


In His Steps 
OR, WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? 


By Charles M. Sheldon 

This is a special gift edition of the famous book which has 
reached the phenomenal sale of twenty million copies! in twenty- 
one languages. The author later became a modernist, but this 
book has blessed multitudes, will make you want to follow Je- 
sus’ steps. This lovely gift edition has 245 pages, cloth bound, 
black and silver, with a colored jacket. Money back if 50c 
not blessed. Price, remarkably low, only.............-...---.---...----- 


Stepping Heavenward 
By Mrs. E. Prentiss 


This is the famous classic your mothers read. Written espe- 
cially for girls. The story of a willful girl and how she grew in 
grace. This book, cloth bound, should be in the hands of every 
girl possible. And the price is remarkably low for a cloth 25 c 
bound book of 254 pages. Postpaid for only..................-....----. 


The Glory of the Impossible 


- 
By Albert D. Helser, Ph.D. 

This book gives demonstrations of God’s power in the Sudan 
of Africa, tells of the conversions of lepers and their healing, 
and the remarkable faith of many African converts. Dr. Helser 
is a missionary to Africa in the Sudan Interior Mission. The 
book has a number of photographs. 144 pages, paper binding. 
Will be a great blessing. Will inspire missionary love, 0c 
prayers and gifts. Price, postpaid, only..............----..-.-....c---+-+9 3 


Sermons by Charles H. Spurgeon 


Each book has about 150 pages. Limp linen cover, twelve 
great sermons by the prince of preachers in each volume. 


Twelve Sermons On Prayer, price, postpaid. .... ..50¢ 
Twelve Sermons On Resurrection, price, postpaid. -, .60¢ 
Twelve Sermons On Decision, price, postpaid............ 50c 
Twelve Striking Sermons, price, postpaid............*...50¢ 
Twelve Sermons On Holiness, price, postpaid............ 50c 


Twelve Sermons On the Holy Spirit, price, postpaid... .. .50¢ 
Twelve Sermons On the Death and Passion of Christ, 
‘price, postpaid es 


Any seven books, postpaid..............--..-..ccccceseceeeeeceseeseenereneanenes $3.00 
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